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Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to Election 2019: Canada Votes.

On September 11, 2019 Canada’s parliament was dissolved, and October 21 set as the date 
Canadians will vote to determine which party will form the next government. With six weeks 
of campaigning ahead, Alexander Whitehead Executive Search launched a survey in Alberta 
and British Columbia to determine the top economic issues weighing on the minds of senior 
executives, business owners, and public sector leaders during this election campaign. 

We asked participants to list the top three economic headwinds the new government may 
encounter in 2020, along with the party and leader they trust the most to manage the  
economy and lead growth. Finally, we asked participants to predict the outcome of the 
federal election. 

The response from 500-plus senior leaders across multiple industries in both provinces was 
swift and definitive. There are some commonalities among executives on both sides of the 
Rockies, but also some deep divisions. This latter outcome is not too surprising considering 
some of the interprovincial issues that have plagued both provinces in recent years.

This report summarizes the results of our survey over the first week of the campaign.  
With less than a month to the election, much can change as new issues surface, voters  
get informed, and momentum is gained and lost. 

Thank you for participating in the survey and be sure to vote on October 21.
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What are the top 3 economic issues facing Canada in 2020 that you 

believe the next government must be prepared to address?
Note: Results reflect the percentage of respondents who included the issue in their top 3.

1. The Economy

OVERALL RESULTS

Access to global markets for Canadian natural resources

Possible global recession

International trade agreements

Economic impacts of climate change

Tax rate (competitiveness)

Diversifying the Canadian economy

Relations with China

Cost of housing in major cities

Impacts of federal carbon levy 

Relations with the United States

Consumer debt levels

Support for innovation

Education and worker training

Current Canadian interest rates compared to other countries
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1. The Economy, continued

42%

61%

37%

29%

42%

55%

38%

36%

TOP 3 ECONOMIC ISSUES

Alberta  

  Access to global markets • 61%
  International trade agreements • 37%
  Economic impacts of climate change • 29%

TOP 3 ECONOMIC ISSUES

British Columbia  

  Possible global recession • 55%
  International trade agreements • 38%
  Economic impacts of climate change • 36% 

The top three economic issues facing Canada, according to survey participants, are: access to global markets 
for our natural resources; fears of a global recession; and the uncertainty of global trade agreements and 
partnerships, followed closely by the economic impacts of climate change. Differences emerge when analyzing 
the responses by province. 

In Alberta, access to global markets for Canadian natural resources is overwhelmingly the top issue for  
executives in both the private and public sector, whereas a potential global recession is the top concern for 
British Columbia executives. 

Interestingly, the impact of climate change is ranked in the top three issues for executives in both provinces. 
However, it is unclear whether this issue is due to the impact of costs to contain climate change (e.g. carbon 
levies) that would negatively impact the Alberta economy, or the economic impact of not addressing climate 
change may have on British Columbia’s coastal communities and the increasing frequency and intensity of 
forest fires.

Note: Results reflect the percentage of respondents who included the issue in their top 3.
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The Conservative Party, with 63 percent support, is the most trusted to manage the Canadian economy  
according to the survey results. Parsing the data further, trust in the Conservatives to steer the economy 
jumps to 73 percent among Alberta executives while the support of the Conservatives drops to 53 percent 
across the Rockies in British Columbia. A comparison between private and public sector executives shows  
the Conservatives still carry the day with a healthy majority over the Liberal Party. 

2. The Party

Which federal political party do you trust the most to manage the  

Canadian economy?

PARTY TRUSTED TO MANAGE THE ECONOMY

Public Sector

  Conservative Party • 57% 
  Liberal Party • 28%
  New Democratic Party • 0%
  Green Party • 0% 
  None of the Above • 15% 

OVERALL RESULTS

  Conservative Party • 63%
  Liberal Party • 25% 
  New Democratic Party • 1%
  Green Party • 1% 
  People’s Party of Canada • 0% 
  None of the Above • 10%

PARTY TRUSTED TO MANAGE THE ECONOMY

Private Sector

  Conservative Party • 67% 
  Liberal Party • 25%
  New Democratic Party • 1%
  Green Party • 1% 
  None of the Above • 6% 
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57%28%
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42%
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Conservative Party Andrew Scheer tops the list with 50 percent of all survey participants endorsing him as the 
most trusted of the party leaders to lead economic growth. Justin Trudeau trails at 21 percent. Clearly, there is 
some cynicism or indecisiveness among executives as nearly one quarter of all respondents lack confidence in 
any of the party leaders to guide the Canadian economy. 

Provincially, Mr. Scheer fares better in Alberta with 60 percent of executives endorsing him, compared to just  
11 percent for Mr. Trudeau. The lack of confidence that any leader is capable of driving growth in the Canadian  
economy jumps to 27 percent among Alberta executives. British Columbia leaders rate Mr. Scheer as the most capable 
with 42 percent endorsement. Confidence in Mr. Trudeau increases to 31 percent among west coast executives. 

Private sector leaders favour Mr. Scheer with 53 percent endorsing him compared to 22 percent for Mr. Trudeau.  
Public sector executives also support Mr. Scheer over Mr. Trudeau by a wide margin, with 27 percent of those 
public sector leaders lacking confidence in any of the party leaders to manage Canada’s economy.

3. The Leader

Which political leader do you trust the most to lead economic growth 

in 2020 and beyond?

OVERALL RESULTS

  Andrew Scheer • 50% 
  Justin Trudeau • 21% 
  Jagmeet Singh • 2%
  Elizabeth May • 2% 
  Maxime Bernier • 1% 
  None of the Above • 24% 

LEADER PREFERENCE

Public Sector

  Andrew Scheer • 48%
  Justin Trudeau • 23%
  Jagmeet Singh • 1%
  Elizabeth May • 0 % 
  Maxime Bernier • 1%
  None of the Above • 27%

 

LEADER PREFERENCE

Private Sector

  Andrew Scheer • 53%
  Justin Trudeau • 22%
  Elizabeth May • 2% 
  Jagmeet Singh • 1%
  Maxime Bernier • 1%
  None of the Above • 21%
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The overwhelming prediction for the election outcome has the Liberals staying in power, albeit in a minority 
government position. Voluntary comments submitted on this question reference the election being won (or 
lost) in Central and Eastern Canada which are projected to be Liberal strongholds, at least at this point in the 
campaign. A Liberal minority government would be a meaningful setback for the Liberals as they held a strong 
majority of seats in Parliament at the time of dissolution. 

Should the election outcome be a minority Liberal government, the influence of the New Democratic Party 
and/or the Green Party will likely increase as the Liberals seek alliances and support to govern. This scenario 
could prove ominous for some business sectors, especially oil and gas and related industries, as both the left 
of centre parties have declared opposition to further development of the oil sands and pipelines.

4. The Winner

Which outcome best reflects your prediction for the federal election 

results in October?

42%

49%

16%

11%

24%

OVERALL RESULTS

  Liberal Party majority government • 16% 
  Liberal Party led minority government • 49% 
  Conservative Party majority government • 11% 
  Conservative Party led minority government • 24% 

 



To comment about Election 2019: Canada Votes please contact 

Terry Whitehead, Managing Partner, Alexander Whitehead Executive Search, 

at Terry@alexanderwhitehead.com. 
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